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PHILIPPINES

Voluntary Local Review (VLR): a process for sub-national governments to voluntarily review their progress 
towards delivering the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

BAGUIO CITY 

 “Overall, the current 
progress of the City is on a 
positive track with majority 
of the assessed indicators 
either on track or 
progressing.” 

 “Biggest progress is 
observed in SDGs 11 and 
13, with on track indicators 
and no regressing indicator 
reported. Good progress is 
also shown by the City in 
reducing hunger (SDG 2), 
promoting quality education 
(SDG 4), as well as in 
advancing decent work and 
economic growth (SDG 8).” 

 

SANTA ROSA CITY 

 “Santa Rosa’s journey 
toward becoming one of the 
Philippines’ next Smart 
Cities underscores the 
urgent need for inclusive 
growth and long-term, 
sustainable development.” 

 “The VLR serves as a 
transformative tool, offering 
a blueprint for localizing the 
SDGs and embedding 
sustainable practices into 
governance, policymaking, 
and multi-stakeholder 
engagement.” 

SURIGAO CITY 

 “[T]he VLR has shown 
varying achievement or non 
achievement of the SDGs, 
areas that regressed, areas 
with poor performance and 
areas with high probability 
of achieving the 2030 
targets.” 

 “The SDGs cut across all 
facets of local development 
concerns and priorities. 
Hence, the achievement of 
the local goals contributes 
directly to the achievement 
of the SDGs.” 

allows local 
governments to 
LISTEN to 
people’s needs 

invites SELF-
REFLECTION 
for better SDG 
localization 

 

provides DATA-
DRIVEN 
PROCESS to 
plan for action 

 “This VLR is not 
the end of a 
process but the 
beginning of a 
sustained 
commitment… as 
we work toward 
2030 and beyond.” 

“It is a vital tool 
in…ensuring that 
the SDGs are 
translated into 
concrete, local 
actions that 
address needs of 
our communities." 

“The evidence-
based conduct of 
the [VLR] has 
underscored the 
multifaceted 
challenges 
confronting 
Surigao City…” 

- Mayor Benjamin B. Magalong - Mayor Arlene B. Arcillas - Mayor Pablo Yves L. Dumlao II 

https://www.undp.org/philippines/publications/baguio-city-voluntary-local-review-sustainable-development-goals
https://uclg-aspac.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/VLR-Santa-Rosa-FINAL_compressed-1.pdf
https://dev.sdglocalization.org/vlrs/public/pdfs/Surigao%20City%202025_EN_1766391711_0.pdf
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Benefits of the VLR for LGUs and Communities 

Unique LGU approaches to VLR 

UN Philippines partnerships for Voluntary Local Reviews 

BAGUIO CITY 

⇒ “[D]ata-driven decision making will 
be most helpful to Baguio City 
through timely and comprehensive 
data collection with clear scientific 
data management and data 
governance.” 

⇒ “[A]n integrated approach in 
leveraging and aligning local 
resources, from both public and 
private sectors, to finance priority 
initiatives is crucial to accelerate the 
City’s SDG progress.” 

⇒ “Baguio developed the Livability 
Index, which is the framework 
through which they measure the 
livability of its 128 barangays by 
weighing the presence or absence of 
livability elements, such as 
economic opportunities, social 
services, and governance measures, 
among others.“ 

 

SANTA ROSA CITY 

⇒ “The VLR will be used as a 
framework to strengthen local 
governance covering vertical and 
horizontal coordination…The 
verticalization is to be articulated 
and implemented at the barangay 
level… VLR will also improve 
horizontal coordination in terms of 
expanding delivery services.” 

⇒ “The VLR will serve as the basis for 
policy formulation and update (for 
instance, the three-year 
Comprehensive Development Plan 
(CDP) for the City).” 

SURIGAO CITY 

⇒ “The comprehensive coverage of 
the SDGs… coupled with the 
provision of country level national 
targets, gave the local government 
a clear benchmark with which to 
anchor and assess its own local 
development priorities and targets.“ 

⇒ “The SDGs provide a direct path to 
measure local initiatives…, 
determine the extent of the gaps 
that need to be filled, and the level 
of achievement that needs to be 
maintained and improved.” 

⇒ “The innovative process that the 
project went through is a point of 
learning not only for other local 
governments, but also for other 
community stakeholders.” 

 

⇒ The technology of participation 
(TOP) commonly used in the local 
plan formulation process remained 
as the primary tool in the overall 
VLR process.” 

⇒ “Institutionalization of the SDG 
tracking through the VLR should 
also be integrated in the local 
governments planning, 
programming and budgeting 
system.” 

⇒ “The household is the ultimate 
battleground for measuring the 
achievement of the SDGs, 
especially its impact on the life of 
the child.” 

⇒ “Harnessing the social innovation 
approach, the Baguio City VLR aims 
to unite real-time data with human-
centric design thinking to tackle 
complex development challenges in 
Baguio.” 

⇒ “This is not a government initiative 
alone, it is a whole-of-city approach 
that engages our academic 
institutions, civil society 
organizations, youth 
representatives, barangay leaders, 
and the private sector as essential 
partners in this journey.” 

⇒ “Three Dimensions of Sustainability 
Applied in the VLR [Socio-cultural, 
Economic, Environment].” 

⇒ “A structured approach was 
employed to analyze the collected 
data, ensuring the reliability and 
validity of the findings… 
Additionally, existing data was 
aligned with the global SDG 
indicators to bridge the gap and 
provide a comprehensive 
perspective between local 
knowledge of communities and 
worldwide aspirations guided by 
the SDGs.” 

⇒ “The VLR as a process has 
encouraged inclusive partnership 
between sectoral groups, as well as 
the participation of the vulnerable 
groups in the City reflect the City’s 
holistic approach towards inclusive 
governance.” 

*Quotes are sourced from the respective VLR reports of the three cities. 
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